
PART THREE 

CAVALRY AND ARTILLERY NITS 

OF THE 

COLORADO NATIONAL G ARD 

( 267) 



PART THREE 

CAVALRY A X D ARTILLERY N ITS OF THE COLORADO NATIOKAL GL'ARD 

DIST! CTIVE I SIGNIA, 117TH CAVALRY 

CHAPTER I 

HI 'TORY OF 'l'IIE 117th SEPARATE 'QUADROX CA\YALRY 

The reorganization of the caYalry arm of the territorial .-ohmteer militia 
following the CiYil War wa. in tituted early in 1 73, when, to quote from the 
report of Adjutant General W. R. Thoma . dated at DenYer, December 31, 
1 73: "'l'wo companies of militia ha Ye been organized. eq nipped a. caYalry, 
and mustered into the territorial en-ice during the pa t year. Company A . 
-" Dem·er Scout" '-was mu tered at Den Yer on the 26th of :B'ebruarY 1 73. 
'l'he company numbers 52 men, and they haYe 31 pencer carbine .. ~nd 36 
saber . with all the belt , cartridge boxe and accoutrement for 36 officers 
and priYate including bugler and . urgeon. 'fhe officers of the company are : 
l'aptain D . J. 'ook; Fir t Lieutenant W. F. 'mitb; Second Lieutenant R. J . 
Force. An armory ha been rented for their u e, and properly fitted up for 
the pre enation of their arm and equipment. the expen e of the ame being 
paid out of the territorial military fund . Company B-'' Pike' Peak Rangers'' 
-"\\a mu tered at olorado pring on the 29th day of NoYember. 1 73. The 
company number J;) officer and men· * * *. The company i officered a fol
io" : l\Iatt France, Captain; frying Howbert. Fir:t Lieutenant; and Jame 'l'. 
'\Vilson. 'econd Lieutenant. A .. room for the gun and equipment of the com
pany i · furni heel free of charge at pre ·ent, by the town or ganization of Colo
rado 'pring . '' 

These two organization were made up for the greater part of Yeterans of 
Colorado regiments that bad fought in the CiYil War and the Indian campaigns 
of 1 63-1 65. Another cavalry unit. ' The terling cont . ' wa. mustered in 
early in 1 7-±. but it exi tence wa brief, and it, to"'ether with the ''Denyer 
, 'cont . ' "l"l'"a · disbanded in 1 76. On June 21, 1 0. two ca.-alry companies 
w·ere mu tered in at LeadYille, and General Order Xo. 7, General Headquarter 
X ational Guard of Colorado. Adjutant General· Office. Denyer, Colorado, 
Xo.-ember th, 1 0. created the Fir t Battalion CaYalry a follow 

Company A- (olcl ompany B)-Colorado prings. 
Company B-(Pitkin Light Carnlry)-Leach·ille. 
Company C-(Tabor L ight CaYalry)-LeadYille.1 

' Thi unit was completely uniformed and equipped hy Lieutenant Go,·ernor H. A. W. 
Tabor. 
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270 CAVALRY AND ARTILLERY UNITS 

Pendin.,. the organization of a fourth troop to complete the battalion Cap
tain Thoma H. Burnham. Commanding Company 'A' ', by Yirtue of eniority 
was to command the battalion. 

On July H, 1 1, the Fir. t Battalion of CaYalry, olorado i\ational Guard , 
wa full~, organized a follow : 

John II. Bed on. ::\Iajor. CommandinO', Dern·er, Colorado. 
E. II. Wat on . 1. t Lieut. , Adjutant, Dern·er, Colorado. 
J. J. Yickroy. 1st Lieut .. Quarterma ter, Den-ver. Colorado. 
John El ner , 1. t A i. tant Surgeon, Denver, Colorado. 
D. II. :Moore, 'haplain, Dem·er, Colorado. 
Company A , Colorado pring (Pike ' Peak Ranger. ) . Capt. W. 

R. Roby. 
Company B, Leadville (Pitkin Light aYalry ) . Capt. D. G. Phimi ter. 
Company C, Leadville (Tabor Light Cavalry ) . Capt. W. K. Burchinell. 
Company D, DenYer (Loveland Guard ) . Capt. E. B. Sleeth. 

The above organization was maintained for a period of about four years, 
and in the report of Adjutant General F. A. 'faylor. dated November 30. 1 6 
we find that the battalion had dwindled to two eparate troops. 

Troop A at Colorado Spring. had become the 1 t eparate Troop, and 
'l'roop B at LeadYille the 2nd Separate Troop. 

By June 1 7, there were four . eparate troops of Cavalry in the state 
forces, and under the provision of Special Order No. 52, A. G. 0 ., Colorado, 
dated June 9, 1 7, the four eparate troop were consolidated into the First 
Battalion of CaYalry a follow : 

Troop A. Colorado Spring -Captain William Saxton. 
Troop B. Lead,·ille---Captain \'{. G. Rowe. 
Troop C. Denver-Captain C. 0. Hatch. 
Troop D, ::\fonte -Vista-Captain J . 1. Cullumber. 

Major GaYin Le. lie of LeadYille commanded the battalion and bi. staff 
wa a follow : 1st Lieut. G. P . Brown. Adjutant; 1st Lieut. I. R. French , 
Quarterma ter; and 1st Lieut. B. S. Galloway, First Asst. Surgeon. 

In the summer of 1 7, Colorow and hi. band of Utes left the resen·ation 
in Utah and commenced a series of depredations in Garfield County, Colorado. 
They terrorized the ettlers and re isted the heriff in the performance of 
his duty. and the ituation becoming eriou Governor Adam ordered out the 
following troop of the Kational Guard of 'olorado to quell the outbreak:~ 

1 t Battalion of Carnlry (Le s Troop D ) 
· A pen Infantry Company (Later Co. C. 1 t Infantry ) 
Company H. 2nd Infantry 

The troop reached the cene of the outbreak on August 22, 1 7, and re
mained in the field until eptember 10th, 1 7. During this period they made 
several hard mar ches and scouting expedition . and fought an engagement with 
the Indians at Rangely, Colo., in which one officer and on e enli . ted man were 
mortally wounded, and two other enli ted men le s eriously wounded. The 

' F or a d e t a il ed a ccount of this campa ign ee Chap te r 5 o f the hi t ory o f the 157th In
fantry in P art Two o f this v olume . 
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quadron acquitted it elf with honor and credit durin"' the campaign and 
Brigadier General Reardon, commander of the tate forces in the field, in 
hi report to the Governor refers to the conduct of the troop a follow : 
''With few· exceptions the ready obedience and intelligent execution of order 
by both officer and men wa marked. * * * The men de erve prai e for courage 
and uncomplaining endurance of hard. hip " . Adjutant General Geo. \Ye t in 
hi report on the campaign aid in part: ''I desire to commend, in the highe t 
term of prai e, the officer. and men * * * for the promptne. and energy 
displayed'·.~ 

The squadron having become reduced to two troops, A of Colorado 
Spring and D of Monte Vi ta Special Order No. 72. A . G. 0., Colorado, 
dated June 26. 1 9, di banded the quadron headquarter , and the organiza
tion was continued a separate troop under their old letter de i"'nation . 

On June 4. 1 94, the riot at Crippl e Creek. Colorado, compelled the Gov
ernor to call practically the entire National Guard of the tate into field erv
ice. Troop A and D were among the troop· called, and erved through
out the period the National Guard wa in the field. 

On October 10. 1 95, Troop D of )fonte Vista wa tran ferred to the 
infantry arm of the tate erYice and became ompany D, 2nd Infantry, 
Colo. ill. G. However, a new troop, B, of Denver, (The Denver City Troop ) ,4 
wa mu tered in on November 16, 1 95, and through thi troop the con
tinuity of the hi tory of the caYalry arm in the tate service wa eventually 
pre erYed. The new troop wa. compo ed of a very hi.,.h type of per onnel. 
many prominent business and profes ional men of Denver being among its 
member . and it oon attained a high tate of efficiency. It aw it fir t period 
of active sen-ice in the LeadYille trike of 1 96-1 97, and wa in the field from 
September 21, 1 96. to March 10, 1 97. Meantime Troop A of Colorado 
Spring became ineffective through Yarious cause , and on July 30, 1 96, it 
was mu tered out of the tate ervice. 

On December 31, 1 96, the troop at Leaclville was reor.,.anized and lettered 
A. It wa at once called into active . ervice. and erYed during the remain
der of the trike. On April 13, 1 97. the State Legi lature passed an act re
organizing the X ational Guard of Colorado, and among the provi ion of the act 
wa one rein tituting the Fir t quadron of Cavalry. The Act became effective 
July 12. 1 97, and the quadron headquarter was at once r eorganized. Troop 
C of Dem·er was mu tered in on December 23, 1 97, and at the outbreak of 
the pani h-American War the organization of the quadron wa a follow : 

::\Iajor John Cha e, Denver , Commanding. 
Troop A. Leadville- aptain Charles H. :M:ac~utt. 
Troop B. Denver-Captain William G. Wheeler. 
Troop , Denyer-Captain H. D. mith. 

On April 25, 1 98. war was formallr declared against Srain by the 1Jnited 
State . and in the Pre. ident' call for Yolunteer Colorado'. quota wa at fir t 
fixed at one r egiment of infantry and one battery of li.,.ht artillery. Thi was 
changed a few day later so as to sub titute two troop. of caYalry for the 
battery of artillery, and on April 29th, 1 9 , the squadron compo ed of quad-

3 The phrase "Promptness and Energy" afterwards became the motto of the squadron. 
•This troop was originally designated "The Dem·er Light Ca,·alry (Signal Corps)" 

D esignation changed to "Den,·er City Troop" unde r provisions of S . 0. Xo. 49 , A. G. 0. Denver, 
Colo., July 13. 1 97. (See Part Six, History o f Signal Corps. C. N . G.) 



'l'ROOP B, (DENVER CITY TROOP ), 2u U. S. VOLUNTEER CAVALRY (TORREY'S ROUGH RIDERS) IN CAMP AT 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 

1. Troop officers- Capt. Davies, 1st Lieut. Perry, 2ncl Lieut. Meacl. 2. Night Scene. 3. The Picket Line. 4. Trooper. 5. Captai n's Quarters. 
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ron Headquarters and Troop A , B . and C went into camp with the other Colo
rado troops at Camp Alva Adams, DenYer, Colorado. The call being for two 
troop only, Troop A and B. with all who cared to Yolunteer from Troop C 
were mu tered in to the nited State service on :May 1, 1 9 , as Troop A 
and B of the 2nd United State Volunteer CaYalry. The officer. of the two 
troops on mu ter in were a follows: Troop A_:_Captain Charles H. ~fac
Nutt, 1 t Lieutenant John Haney. and 2nd Lieutenant F. A. Follett; Troop 
B-Captain Wm. G. Wheeler, 1 t Lieutenant A. L. B. DaYie . and 2nd Lieu
tenant F. A. Perry. Later. Captain Wheeler was promoted :Major; l.'t Lieu
tenant Davie . Captain; 2nd Lieutenant F. A. Perry. 1st Lieutenant. and er
geant Cyrus E. 1ead. 2nd Lieutenant. On l\1ay 31, 1 9 , the two troops were 
ordered to join their regiment at Fort D. A. Ru ell, ·wyo. (now Ft. Franci E. 
\Varren), and arrived there the same day. The regiment as finally organized 
consisted of the two troop from Colorado, seYen troops from Wyoming. and 
one troop each from Nevada, tah. and Idaho. :Many men from the northern 
counties of Colorado served in several of the \Vyoming troop._ The trength 
of the regiment on muster in was 1,02 officer and men. The regimental com
mander wa Colonel Jay L. Torrey. and follo,Ying the example set by the Fir t 
Volunteer Cavalry, ' Roo e-.;-elt Rough Rider " . th e new regiment wa. gen
erally known as '' Torrey' Rough Rider ''. 

The 2nd United tate olunteer Cavalrv left Fort D. A. Russell on the 
afternoon of June 23. 1 9 , and arrived at J;ck onYille. Florida, on the morn
ing of June 30th. En route two section of the train carr:ving the regiment 
collided at Tupelo, :Mis i ippi. and ix men were killed and many injured. 
Among the latter was 'olonel Torrey "hose feet were crushed. The regiment 
remained in Florida until mustered out on October 2±, 1 9 , and although it 
did not ee active ·en ·ice at the front nevertheless it ''as considered a Yery 
efficient Organization and unquestionably would haTe given a good account Of 
itself bad it been given the opportunity. 

TROOP B (DENVER CITY TROOP) lsT SQUADRO CAVALRY, C. N. G., I~ FULL DRESS 
U IFORM, DENVER, 1902. 
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GUARD MOU T I, THE ROCKIES 
Troop B, Denver City Troop, Capt. D. W. Strickland. Commanding. 190 

Immediately after Troop A and B had been mu tered in to the Federal 
sen·ice those who remained of 'froop B commenced the '\\·ork of reorganizing 
in order to pre ene the continuit.'· and tradition of the unit.'· Troop C. not 
having been accepted for Federal ervice a. a troop (. Heral former member 
a. individuals bad volunteered for Federal ervice in Troop A and B. and had 
been accepted ) wa · continued in the tate enice, thus. with the reorganized 
Troop B. pre. en-in a the continuity of the organization's hi . tory and carrying 
on the tradition and ·pirit of the pre-w·ar and war-time unit of the ·quadron. 

'l'roop A \\' a reorganized at Grand Junction, and wa mu tered in to the 
State erYice on l\Iay 17. 1 99. quadron headquarter wa. maintained at 
Dem·er. and the organization of the quadron remained e entially a aboYe 
until October 13, 1902, when Troop D was mu tered in to the . erYice at :Meeker. 
Colorado. Thi completed the organization of the . quadron. and during the 
period January, 1903. to June, 1916. some few changes in the location of the 
variou troops took place. Troop B and C of Denwr '"ere retained without 
change during the entire period. Troops .A and D w·ere not o fortunate. and 
changed their locations a. the nece sities of the senice demanded. Becoming 
ineffective through reduced trength they would be mu tered out in one to\\D 
and reorganized in another. and thi . procr s "·a;; repeated wheneYer the occa-
ion demanded. The . quadron aw much actiYe ervice on trike duty during 

the period. and practicall~· all troop were pre ent at the Cripple Creek trike 
of 1903-1904. the Telluride strike of 1904, and the Colorado "Jiine Insurrection 
of 1913-1914. Dutr in these ciYil di:turbances 'vas arduou and exacting, ancl 
allowed but small op11ortunity for the acquisition of glorr and ren°'Yn such 
a a campaign again t a foreign enemy 'vould afford. :\Inch of the \\·ork con
si ted of patrol dut:v in the deep now of the mountain towns during winter. 
and to quote Brigadier General Cha. e. "I feel that I would be derelict in my 
obligations toward the officer. and men of my command if I did not emphasize 
again the plendid conduct of the ~ational Guard as a whole. The e men are 
volunteer soldier 'vbo recei-ve a mere pittance for their ervice a compared 

')Iinutes o f the m eetings o f the De n,·e r Cit~· Troo p. 1 9 . 
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with their ordinary earning capacity in daily life. They haYe promptly and 
cheerfully re ponded to the tate 's call in the hour of danger. and their sen-ice 
ha been attended in almo t every in tance with great per onal acrifice. and 
oftentimes downright suffering. The danger of de truction by a a ination 
or otherwi e ha not been wanting. The errand wa a patriotic one, and occa-
ioned by a quarrel wholly imper ·onal and Yoid of intere t to any one of them. 

'l'he men of the Guard haYe di charged their enice \Yell, faithfully and 
patiently. * * * '' 

Affair on the ~Iexican Border haYing reached an acute tage the Pre i
dent, on June 1 . 1916. by proclamation called the entire ):ational Guard of the 

nited States into the Federal enice, and Colorado· quota wa pecified a. 
follows: 

2 Battalion of Infantry. 
1 Squadron of CaYalry. 
2 Batteries of Field Artillery. 
2 Companie of Engineers. 
1 Field Ilo pital. 
1 'ignal orp ( ompany ) . 

The 1 t quadron avalry, Xational Guard of Colorado, at thi time, con
si ted of the following: 

Squadron IT eadquarters-DenYer, 
ommanding. 

olorado-l\Iajor H. D. 'mith, 

Troop A-Denver. 'olorado--Captain J. G. Dickin on. 
Troop B- Denver, Colorado-Captain G. . Lawrence. 
Troop -Denver. Colorado-Captain John Finch. 
Troop D-Boulder, Colorado-Captain II. C. \Va hburn. 

The squadron mobilized at the Rifle Range, Golden. olo .. late in June. 
and "a mustered into the Federal ervice during July, 1916. Troop D, being 
compo ed of more than 75 o college tudent from the L'niYer ity of Colorado 
at Boulder, Colo., wa . under War Department order , mu tered out of the 
Federal enice on Sept. 2 , 1916. 

On October 13. 1916, the squadron left Denver by rail for Brown ville. 
Texas. where it wa consolidated with one troop of .New Hamp hire cavalry, 
one quadron of the 11th U. S. Cavalry, and one quadron of Yirginia cavalry 
to form the 1 t Provi ional Regiment of Cavalry. Border patrol duty wa per
formed by the quadron until ~farch 1917, when it wa ordered to Fort D. A. 
Ru sell. Wyoming. for muster out. l\'Iuster out wa completed by the end of 
the ame month. and the quadron returned to 'olorado and to it tatu of 

tate erYice. 

On April 6, 1917, \Var was declared again t Germany by the l nited States. 
Anticipating the call for troop from Colorado. the tate military department 
immediately began the ta k of rai. ing additional organization . Th e carnlry 
:quadron wa enlarged to a regiment, and the nece. sary additional troops " ·ere 
rapidly rai ed throughout the State, and mu terecl in to the ervice a follo'' · : 

Troop E, Denver. Colorado--Captain Wm. II. L eonard-l\Iay -!, 1917. 
Troop F. Wal enburg. Colorado-Captain Ralph Le,y-~lay 9, 1917. 
Troop G. Steamboat pnng , Colorado-Captain Willi. G. Cha. e-

~Iay 17, 1917. 
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Troop H, Telluride, Colorado-Captain Wm. L . Hogg-)lay 11, 1917. 
Troop I. Denver, Colorado-Captain \Vm. E. Guthner-1\fay 9, 1917. 
Troop K, Denver Colorado-Captain J. W. LeFever-l\1ay 12, 1917. 
Troop L, Longmont, Colorado-Captain C. J. Bakeman-1\1ay 12. 1917. 
'froop Jl.1, Rifle. Colorado-Captain John G. Cook- fay 23 1917. 

Headquarter and upply Troops were organized from the exi ting Head
quarters and upply Detachments of the Fir t quadron. and the Machine Gun 
Troop wa mu tered in at We tcliffe, Colo., on June 4. 1917, with Loui D. 
Miller a captain. 

The organization of the 1st Colorado Cavalry wa completed early in July. 
and on the 7th of the same month General Orders No. 57, A. G. 0. Colorado, 
directed that all troops a emble at the home rendezvou equipped for field 
service. On July 10th order were is ued for the a . embling of the 1 t Cavalry 
at the mobilization camp at Overland Park, Denver, Colorado. where. during 
the month of Augu t, 1917, the regiment wa mustered in to the Federal ervice 
with 57 officers and 11 3 enli ted men pre ent for duty. 

The field and staff officer of the regiment were as follow : olonel H. D. 
Smith, commanding regiment; Lieutenant olonel K. C. Linderfelt; Captain 
A. Jl.1. Cha e, Adjutant; First Lieutenant Carl Wild, Chaplain; Major G. S. 
Lawrence, Jame Force and H. C. Wash burn. 

Leaving amp Baldwin (Overland Park ), Denver, on September 29, 1917, 
the 1st Colorado Cavalry, reached Camp Kearny, California, on October 1, 
where it was later consolidated with the 157th (1 t Colorado ) Infantry, and 
became a part of the 40th Division.6 

The fir t unit of the -10th Divi ion embarked for over. eas duty on August 
7, 191 . and the la t unit arrived in France on Augu t 2 , 191 . The 157th 
Infantry, a a part of the 40th Divi ion, erved in France until March 2 , 1919, 
when it left Bordeaux for home. During it ervice in France the regiment was 
(in common with the other units of the 40th Divi ion ) a replacement unit, 
and although it did not serve as a combat unit. nevertheless the greater part 
of its original per onnel aw actual ervice at the front as members of other 
unit. 

The 157th Infantry arrived in New York on April 11, 1919 and was 
mu tered out of the Federal service at Fort D. A. Russell, Wyoming, on April 
29, 1919.7 

Following the war the inevitable reaction again t matter military took 
place. and it wa not until October 1920, that the reorganization of the cavalry 
arm of th e tate military en·ice wa commenced. On October 1 . 1920, Gen
eral Order. No. 32, Office of the Adjutant General of Colorado. quoted the 
authority of the War Department for the reorganization of the 1 t quadron 
of Cavalry. and General Orders o. 33 from the ame office, dated October 27, 
1920. show the organization of the squadron to have been a follow : 

Troop A, Monte Yista-Organized July 7, 1920-Captain Geo. )f. or
lett. 

(Xote : A cavalry troop de ignated Troop A, Colo . :Y G., was 
mustered in at Steamboat pring on November 4. 191 , received 
federal recognition as of the ame date, and was eventually disbanded 
on July 6, 1920) . 

•Tr oop E was n ot inc luded in the consolidat io n with the 157th Infantry, but became Com
pany E of the 115th Engineers, 40th Division. The band o f the 1st Cavalry was trans ferred to 
Camp Lewis, Washington. 

'For details see Part Two, History of the 157th Infantry. 
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Troop B. Dem·er-Organized October 22, 1920-Captain R.H. Jancke. 
Troop C, Pueblo-Organized October 19, 1920-Captain J. L. Fitz

Gibbon. 

quadron Ileadquarter \\a duly organized and recognized by the Federal 
government on June 14, 1921. Major C. F. u ack, commanding, and the de ig
nation of the quadron changed to the 1st eparate quadron Cavalry, ~ational 
Guard of Colorado. 'fhi designation \\a again changed on No-vember 1, 1921, 
to the 2nd Squadron 1llth Cavalry, and the re pective troops redesignated as 
belo": 

Troop D, lllth 
rado. 

Troop E, lllth 
Troop F 111 th 

arnlry (changed from Troop A) ilfonte Yi ta. Colo-

aYalry (changed from Troop B ), Dem·er, Colorado. 
Cavalry (changed from Troop C). Pueblo, Colorado. 

These de ignations were retained until February 1, 1922, when again 
changed to de ignation a follows: 

Headquarter 1st quadron. 117th Cavalry, Dem·er, Colorado. 
Troop A, ll 7th Cavalry, Monte \ ista, Colorado. 
Troop B 117th Cavalry, Denver, Colorado. 
Troop C, ll 7th CaYalry, Pueblo, Colorado. 

'l'roop C wa di banded at Pueblo on December 15, 1922, and r eorganiz:ed 
at Loveland. Colorado, on April 25, 1923. Major C. F. u ack resigned on De
cember 1, 1922, and wa succeeded in command of the squadron by Major 
·walter H. McComb on January ±, 1923. Major McComb r e igned, in turn, 
on September 30, 1923, and the command of the quadron wa as urned by 

TROOP B {DENVER CITY TROOP) 1 T SQUADRON 117nc CAVALRY, C. N. G., DENVER, 1931. 
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SQUADRON REVIEW 
117th Separate Squadron Cavalry, C. N. G., June, 1932. 

"Major George l\L Corlett transferred from the 157th Infantry to the 117th 
CaYalry, in accordance with the proYision of paragraph 12, Special Order No. 

4, Adjutant General' Office, Denver, Colo., October 1, 1923. :Major Corlett 
wa promoted Lieutenant Colonel, 45th Divi ion taff, on January 1, 1925. and 
Captain John Finch, Ordnance Department, Colo. . G .. was promoted Major 
of Cavalry and a igned to command of the 1 t Squadron. 117th Cavalry, on 
the ame date. fajor Finch died on April 7, 1932. and M:ajor R. W. omb 
succeeded to the command of the squadron on 1ay 2:1: 1932. 

In the po t-war reorganization of the squadron many of the war time 
member of the old 1 t Cavalry rejoined the organization and by their presence. 
as in the reorganization following the pani h War, helped to carry on the 
tradition of the past and preserve the continuity of the quadron' · hi ·torical 
record. Thi continuity wa further a ured by the publication of General 
Orders o. 17. Adjutant General' Office, Dem·er, Colo .. December , 19:30. 
which directed that: 

"b. nder the proYi ion of ection 3A of the :\! ational Defense Act. a 
amended, the 1 t Cavalry, Colorado National Guard, which en-ed during the 
World War as part of the 157th Infantry. and which wa di banded at Fort 
D. A. Ru ell. Wyoming, April 29, 1919, is hereby recon titutecl and con oli
dated with the 117th CaYalry, Colorado National Guard." 

(Out West Photo Co.) 
ESGORT TO THE STA DARD 

117th Separate Squadron Cavalry, C. N. G., carries out colorful ceremony on receipt o[ 
its new Standard at Camp, Rifie Range-June, 1932. 
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On :\ onmber 21, 1927, Troop B and C, ll 7th Cavalry, with other unit 
of the Colorado National Guard. were called out for duty in connection 
with the riot · at the Columbine l\1ine and other points in Boulder and Weld 
countie . 'l'he troop were relieved by detachment as the ituation cleared up, 
and the la t detachment was relieved on April 6. 192 . 

On September 12. 1931. under the provi ions of General Order · ~o. H, 
Adjutant General ' Office, Denver, Colo., the de ignation of the quadron \YaS 

changed to 117th 'eparate 'quadron Cavalry, olorado National Guard, it ~ 
final de ignation a· a cavalry unit. for on Augu t 1, 1933, the following in
struction were is ued a part of Special Order · ~ o. 53, Adjutant General' 
Office, Denver. Colorado: 

'· 2. Under authority contained in paragraph 1 and 3 letter from the 
War Department, Office of the Chief. ~Iilitia Bureau, dated June 2, 1933, (File 
.\IB..!51.2-35 -Colo.-23 ) the conversion of the pre ent 16 th Field Artillery 
Battalion (Horse ), to the Fir t Battalion. 16 th Field Artillery, (Truck-drawn ), 
and the conver ion of the present 117th 'eparate quadron Cavalry, con isting 
of 'l'roop A, which will become Battery D; 'froop B, which will become Battery 
E; and Troop C. which will become Battery F, of the econd Battalion, 16 th 
Field Artillery ('fruck-drawn ), will be made and become effechrn thi date, 
Augu t 1. 1933. and will con titute the 16 th Field Artillery Regiment. (les. 
Head4uarter Battery, ervice Battery, and Hdqrs. Battery and Combat 
Train ),***." 

(Out \Yest Pholo Co.) 

COMMANDING OFFICER AND STAFF 
117th Separate Squadron Cavalry, C. N. G., Camp, Rifle Range, 1932. 1st Lieut. E. Durbin; 
Capt. J. H. Bouton; Major R. W. Combs; 1st Lieut. R. Charlton; 2nd Lieut. R. D. Caldwell. 



TROOP A, 117'1'11 Sl!JP.ARATE SQUADRON CA VALRY, C. N. G., MONTE VISTA 
Camp, Rifle Range. 1932- Capt. H. E. Kistler, Commanding-. 

TROOP C, 117Tn SEPARATE SQUADRON CAVALRY, C. N. G., LOVELAND 
Camp, Rifle Range, 1932- Capt. W. F . Hunn, Commanding. 
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THE 117nr SEPARATE SQUADRON CAVALRY 

(Photo Courtesy of Out \\est Photo Co.) 

SGT. LOVE, TROOP A 117TH CAVALRY, RIDING "SANDY" 
Rifle Range, Golden, Colo., June 17, 1933. 
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The organization and officer personnel of the ·quadron at date of tran ·fer 
were as follows: 

'quadron Headquarter , Denver, Colo. 
l\Iajor R. W. Comb , ommanding. 
1st Lieutenant Robert D. Charlton, Adjutant. 
2nd Lieutenant Ralph D. Caldwell, upply Offic.:er, -:\Ionte \i ta. 

-:\ledical Detachment, DenYer. Colo. 
Captain Edgar Durbin l\Iedical Corps. 
Captain Jay H . Bouton. \eterinary Corp 

Troop A Monte Yi ta, Colo. 
Captain Harry E. Kistler. 
1st Lieutenant Lloyd C. Haggard. 
2nd Lieutenant George ~icoll. Jr. 

Troop B, Denyer, Colo. 
Captain Elmer F. Arnbrecht. 
1st Lieutenant Fred L. Plahte. 
2nd Lieutenant Lawrence J. En . or. 

Troop C. LoYeland, Colo . 
Captain \\ illiam F. Ilunn. 
1 t Lieutenant Howard E. Reed. 
2nd Lieutenant Edward ?II. 'pecht. 

The quadron had become an efficient caYalry orcranization and one that 
well merited the motto of "Promptne and Energy " . Ilo\\eYer. the. e troop , 
worthy . ucce or. of tho e magnificent olorado .-quadron of the CiYil \Yar . 
have pa . ed from the . en-ice of the tate and the hor e giYe \\ay to the march 
of progre and to the machine. 



282 CAVALRY AND ARTILLERY UNITS 

COAT OF AR 1 , 117th EPARATE Q ADRO~ OF CAVALRY, 
COLORADO }.'ATIONAL G ARD 

Crest: On a wreath of the color (or and gule ) a fa ce paleway. proper 
with a ribbon of red, white and blue. 

Shield: Per fe indented azure and or, in chief a fleur-de-li argent. in 
ba e a heathecl Roman word point to ba e and a nake coiled to strike vert. 

Description: 'l'he ·hielcl ym bolize both the quaclron' · hi tory and the 
tate from whence it come . The yellow low er portion of the hield i the caY

alry color, and the Roman word and coiled rattle nake superimpo eel thereon 
symbolize ' the quaclron' erYice in the pani h-American War of 1 9 and 
the Mexican Border Patrol of 1916-1917, r e pectively. The blue upper portion, 
with the fl.eur-de-li . symbolize · the quaclron ' ·ervice a part of the 157th 
Infantry in France during the World War. The yellow portion of the hield 
ymbolize also the great plain of eastern Colorado and the indented parting 

line the mountain of Colorado again t the blue of Colorado ' kie . 

J!otto: Promptne and Energy. 

Battle H onor : World \Var without in cription . 
•Crest same for all r egiments Colorado ::\'at iona l Guard-see fronti pi ce. 


